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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Original) A surgical stapling device comprising: 

a handle assembly including a firing trigger; 

a body portion extending distally from the handle assembly; 

a head portion including an anvil assembly and a shell assembly, the anvil 
assembly being movable in relation to the shell assembly between spaced and 
approximated positions; and 

an indicator positioned on the handle assembly and having a bulbous shape, the 
indicator being movable from a first position to a second position in response to 
movement of the anvil assembly and cartridge assembly to the approximated position to 
provide a visual indication to a surgeon that the head portion is in the approximated 
position. 

2. (Original) A surgical stapling device according to Claim 1 , further including a 
lens positioned to at least partially cover the indicator, the lens being formed from a 
magnification material. 

3. (Amended) A surgical stapling device according to any of th e pr e c e d i ng 
c l a i ms Claim 1 . further including an approximation mechanism positioned within the 
handle assembly and extending at least partially through the body portion, the 
approximation mechanism having a distal end adapted to engage the anvil assembly, 
the approximation mechanism being movable within the device to move the anvil 
assembly between the spaced position and the approximated position in relation to the 
shell assembly. 
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4. (Original) A surgical stapling device according to Claim 3, wherein the 
approximation mechanism is operably associated with the indicator such that movement 
of the approximation mechanism effects movement of the indicator. 

5. (Amended) A surgical stapling device according to any of th e pr e c e d i ng 
cla i ms Claim 4 . further including a slide member operably associated with the indicator 
and movable within the handle assembly, the slide member being movable from an 
advanced position to a retracted position to move the indicator from the first position to 
the second position. 

6. (Original) A surgical stapling device according to Claim 5, wherein the slide 
member is urged to its advanced position by a biasing member. 

7. (Amended) A surgical stapling device according to Claim 5 efS, wherein the 
approximation mechanism includes a screw member which is linearly movable within the 
handle assembly, the screw member having an abutment member supported thereon, 
the abutment member being movable with the screw member into engagement with the 
slide member to move the slide member from its advanced position to its retracted 
position to move the indicator from its first position to its second position. 

8. (Amended) A surgical stapling device according to Claim 5, 6 or 7, wherein 
the slide member includes an elongated slot formed therein, the abutment member 
being movable within the elongated slot into engagement with a proximal end of the slot 
to move the slide member from its advanced position to its retracted position. 

9. (Amended) A surgical stapling device according to any of th e pr e c e ding 
claims Claim 1 , wherein the indicator Is pivotally supported within the handle assembly. 

10. (Amended) A surgical stapling device according to any on e of c l a i ms 5 
through 9 Claim 8 . wherein the indicator includes a pair of projections and the slide 
member includes an upturned lip portion positioned between the pair of projections, the 
slide member upturned lip portion being movable into engagement with one of the pair of 
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projections to move the indicator from its first position to its second position and movable 
into engagement with the other of the pair of projections to move the indicator from Its 
second position to its first position. 

11. (Amended) A surgical stapling device according to any of th e pr e c e d i ng 
cla i ms Claim 10 . wherein the indicator is pivotally supported within the handle assembly. 

12. (Amended) A surgical stapling device according to any of th e pr e c e d i ng 
claims Claim 1 . wherein the shell assembly supports an annular array of staples. 

13. (Original) An anvil assembly comprising: 

an anvil head having a post, an anvil including a plurality of staple forming 
pockets and a cutting ring slidably positioned about the post from a first position to a 
second position; 

an anvil center rod extending from the post of the anvil head; and 
a retainer clip positioned on the post of the anvil head, the retainer clip having at 
least one resilient arm which in its unbiased condition extends outwardly of the post; 

wherein in its first position, the cutting ring is at least partially engaged with the 
resilient arm to urge the resilient arm out of a path of travel of the cutting ring and in its 
second position, the resilient arm of the retainer projects into the path of travel of the 
cutting ring to prevent movement of the cutting ring from its second position back to its 
first position. 

14. (Original) An anvil assembly according to Claim 13, wherein the post of the 
anvil head includes a transverse slot formed therein, and the clip retainer is positioned 
within the transverse slot. 

15. (Original) An anvil assembly according to Claim 14, wherein in its first 
position the cutting ring is positioned about the transverse slot of the post and in 
engagement with the resilient arm to urge the resilient arm of the retainer clip into the 
transverse slot. 
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16. (Original) An anvil assembly according to Claim 13, wherein the retainer clip 
includes a pair of resilient arms. 

17. (Original) An anvil assembly according to Claim 15. wherein the retainer dip 
includes a pair of resilient arms, one ami extending from each side of the transverse slot 
when the cutting ring is in its second position. 

18. (Original) An anvil assembly according to Claim 13, wherein the anvil head 
is pivotally attached to the anvil center rod by a pivot member. 

19. (Original) An anvil assembly according to Claim 18, wherein the retainer clip 
includes a recess for receiving the pivot member to secure the retainer clip to the post. 

20. (Original) An anvil assembly according to Claim 18, wherein the cutting ring 
includes a backup plate secured thereto, the backup plate having at least one tab 
positioned to prevent pivotal movement of the anvil head in relation to anvil center rod 
when the cutting ring is in its first position. 
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